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HEALTH RESEARCH SCIENCE BOARD MEETING
Business Meeting & Public Hearing
July 16, 2026
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
DRAFT AND UNADOPTED MINUTES
Locations
NYS DOH Wadsworth Center, Biggs Laboratory, Sturman Conference Room, Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY
2062 Montauk Highway, Narraganset, NY
Upstate Biotech Accelerator, 841 E. Fayette St, Syracuse, NY
Shelter Rock Public Library (small conference room) 165 Searingtown Road Albertson, NY
3627 Melvin Drive South, Baldwinsville NY
2 Longview Ave, Suite 500, White Plains, NY
2444 Ridge Rd, McGraw, NY
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL) One Bungtown Road, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724. 


	HRSB Members Present 
Annette Lee, Ph.D, Chair
Jeanette Dippo
Donald Distasio
Adrian Krainer, Ph.D.
Diana Lake, M.D.
Regina Resta, M.D.
Mark Gordon M.D.
James Speyer, M.D.
Stephen Sperber, Ph.D

	NYS Staff Present 
Farrah M. O’Brien
David Googins
James Magenis


	Members of the Public
none

Ex-Officio Members Present
none

HRSB Members Absent 
Randa Maher





Call to Order and Opening Remarks of the Chair 
The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. with a welcome by Chair, Annette Lee, Ph.D. followed by introductions of Health Research Science Board (HRSB) members and New York State Department of Health (DOH) staff. Note, one (1) board member was absent and there is one (1) candidate in process to fill a gubernatorial vacancy and five (5) vacancies to be filled. Dr. Lee urged legislative leaders to fill vacant seats and asked current members to send potential candidate names to DOH staff. 

Board Membership Updates
Dr. Lee announced two (2) new HRSB members have been appointed, both scientists, Mark Gordon MD and Stephen Sperber, Ph.D. and, after many years of service, three (3) members have resigned, Doug Conklin Ph.D, Beverly Canin, and Erasmus Schneider Ph.D. 

DOH Staff Updates
Farrah O’Brien, Executive Secretary to the Board, announced that Andrea Garavelli, Terry Ascienzo, and Jeannine Tusch have retired or moved to new positions within NYS and two (2) new DOH staff have joined the Administration: Dr. Len Peruski, Director of Wadsworth Center and Michele Kilmartin, the Wadsworth Center’s Associate Director for Administration. 


Exhibit 1. Consideration of June 29, 2022, Meeting Minutes
Dr. Lee asked the HRSB to consider Exhibit 1, the minutes from the June 29, 2022, meeting.

ACTION
Ms. Dippo made a motion to approve the minutes after correcting that Dr. Speyer’s time with the Board had not ended in 2023 and Dr. Lake seconded. A roll call vote was taken, and the minutes were unanimously approved (9-0).

Exhibit 2.  Consideration of HRSB Biennial Report 
Dr. Lee asked the HRSB to consider Exhibit 2, the HRSB Biennial Report that includes the 2021-22 and 2023-24 timeframes.

ACTION
Ms. Dippo made a motion to approve the Report as presented and Dr. Resta seconded. A roll call vote was taken, and the minutes were unanimously approved (9-0).

Public Hearing and Comments
There were no requests to speak at today’s meeting.  No one was present from the Department of Environmental Conservation.

Exhibits 3 & 4. The Release of Future RFAs
Dr. Lee asked the Board to consider the release of three (3) recurring breast cancer scientific/education research RFAs. Mrs. O’Brien announced the names of the RFAs and the funding amounts with 2027 as the next anticipated release.

ACTION
Dr. Speyer made a motion to approve the Rowley Round 9 RFA with $1.5M available, the Healthcare Practitioner Round 6 RFA with $540,000 available with revisions and discussed and agreed upon, and the Pat Brown Round 10 RFA with $540,000 available. Dr. Resta seconded. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was unanimously approved (9-0).

Dr. Lee asked the Board to consider the release of a one-time Institutional Support RFA. It would offer funds to support existing breast cancer programs.  The eight (8) NIH designated Cancer centers would be allowed to share in a pool of $1.0M for the purchase of equipment based on the number of them that applied for the opportunity.  Community Based Organizations (CBOs) would be eligible to share a pool of $600,000 based on the number of applications received with an anticipated maximum award of $75,000. Ms. O’Brien announced that the total amount of the RFA would be $1.6M and would be released as soon as possible. Led by Dr. Sperber, the board engaged in a lengthy discussion regarding the non-competitive process of this funding mechanism. The board agreed that future rounds of this funding opportunity would be weighed against the performance of the RFA and programmatic needs.

ACTION
Dr. Krainer made a motion to approve with revisions as discussed and agreed upon. Dr. Lake seconded. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was unanimously approved (9-0).


Program Update
Ms. O’Brien updated the Board with the status of contracts since the previous board meeting. 

Completed Contracts: 
Since the Board last met, thirteen (13) award contracts concluded: 
· One Pat Brown Round 6, 
· Two Healthcare Practitioner Round 2,
· Seven Rowley Round 6 (one NCE will end 7/31/26),
· Two Rowley Round 7 (one NCE ended 6/30/26).
The last active contract awarded by HRSB will conclude on July 31, 2026. 
Exhibit 5. Open Meetings and HRSB Bylaws Updates
Mr. Googins read a proposed change that would make bylaw language homogenous with Open Meetings Law within Section 1-3-a(c). The changes stated that the board will allow any member with a disability to participate in meetings via videoconferencing, if their disability does not allow them to attend in-person meetings, for the duration of their disability. Those members attending via videoconferencing will be considered present for the purposes of fulfilling the quorum requirements and will not be required to list their address as a public meeting space.

Dr. Lee proposed the Board vote to pass a resolution to take effect immediately and that the vote to make this permanent change to the bylaws will be held at the next meeting.  

ACTION
Dr. Speyer made a motion to approve the revisions as discussed and agreed upon. Dr. Krainer seconded. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was unanimously approved (9-0).

Future Meetings
The Board agreed their next meeting would be Thursday, March 11, 2027, and they would consider scheduling future meetings on a permanent basis.

Adjournment
Dr. Lee said she looked forward to the next meeting to be held on Thursday, March 11, 2027 and thanked everyone for the day’s deliberations and comments. The HRSB unanimously voted to adjourn (9-0), and the business meeting concluded at 11:45 a.m.
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